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The Roadless Rule and the 
Future of Southeast Alaska
Story and photo by Bjorn Dihle

Bjorn Dihle is a Juneau writer. He is the author of 
 and 

. You can 
contact or follow him at facebook.com/BjornDihleauthor or instagram.
com/bjorndihle/.

A brown bear and 
Sitka blacktail buck 
on Admiralty Island 
in the Tongass 
National Forest.

https://www.seaarkboats.com/
https://www.ruralenergy.com/
http://facebook.com/BjornDihleauthor
http://instagram.com/bjorndihle
http://instagram.com/bjorndihle


Preparing For The Hunt
Story and photo by Scott Haugen 

Hunt Alaska

Not all days are spent glassing under clear skies. Are you mentally and physically 
prepared to face the challenges that can arise when hunting in Alaska?

º

of Hunt Alaska

For signed copies of Scott Haugen’s best-
selling book, 

, visit scotthaugen.com. Follow Scott’s 
adventures on Instagram and Facebook. 

http://scotthaugen.com
https://stopaquatichitchhikers.org/partners/alaska-department-fish-game/


Don’t Forget Your Buff
Story by Sarah Stallone
Photo by Tony Stallone

 

Pro Tip: 

Sarah Stallone is an avid hunter, firearms 
instructor, and Leupold Optics representative. 
She’s grateful to be living in Anchorage, AK, 
enjoying the outdoors whenever possible. 
Learn more at AccurateAdvantage.US.

Sarah trying to keep from 
getting sunburnt, using 
her Buff for the first time 
as a face shield and sun 
protector.  

http://Buffusa.com
http://AccurateAdvantage.US
http://www.icybaylodge.com/


Adventures in Photography
Story and photos by Paul D. Atkins

Paul Atkins is an outdoor writer and author from 
Kotzebue, Alaska. He has written hundreds of 
articles on big-game hunting and fishing throughout 
North America and Africa, plus surviving in the 
Arctic. Paul is a longtime contributor to Hunt 

 magazine. 

My advice? Take a tripod with you everywhere you go. They are easy to use and if your 
camera has remote capabilities it can and will produce some of your best photos.

Action shots of wildlife are big 
business. With the right equipment 
and know-how you too can take 
that photo of a lifetime.

http://solocreekguideservices.com/
https://www.huntalaskamagazine.com/subscribe/


Testing:

Randy Flickinger was licensed as an Assistant 
Guide in Alaska for 18 years and is currently a  
manufacturer’s representative for Federal 
Ammunition. He teaches reloading, shoots 
competitively for Savage Arms, Bushnell Scopes and  
Blackhawk Tactical. He currently resides in Oregon.

Case Trimming 

Things That Go Bump in 
the Night Can Be Bad
Story and photo 
by Randy Flickinger

The author’s reloading room.

Primers

Miscellaneous Past Indiscretions  
Foulers:

Seat Depth:

Crimping

https://roguejetboats.com/
https://barnaulammo.com/


Does Your Rifle Fit?
Story and photo by Steve Meyer

African Rifles and Cartridges

Steve Meyer is an outdoor writer who has 
spent the past 49 years hunting and shooting 
in Alaska.

Custom-built stocks that fit 
correctly allow the hunter to find 

game quickly, even with high-
powered scopes.

https://www.alaskasfishtaleslodge.com/
https://www.bestwestern.com/en_US.html


Lon E. Lauber is a full-time freelance writer and outdoor 
photographer from Spokane, WA. He lived and hunted 
extensively in Alaska for 17 years and he has returned many times 
to continue his passions of bowhunting and wildlife photography. 
Lon is a nine-time Alaska state archery champion, and the holder 
of 52 Pope and Young record-class big-game animals. Lon also 
spent 28 years as a paid, professional archer and bowhunter.

Hunting’s Most Important Attribute, 
Mental Toughness
Story and photo by Lon E. Lauber

A solo sheep hunter pauses 
on a steep ridgetop 
above a lake. The physical 
demand of climbing 
up from the lakeshore 
is just the first step of 
being uncomfortable on 
a wilderness hunt. The 
mental toughness with 
climbing, glassing, stalking, 
shooting and eventually 
packing meat and horns 
will all be required to bring 
this hunt to fruition.

https://www.fullcurlarchery.com/


The Mark
Story by Bjorn Dihle and photo by Reid Dihle

MeatEater

Bjorn Dihle is a Juneau writer. He is the author of Haunted 

 and 
. You can contact or follow him at facebook.com/

BjornDihleauthor or instagram.com/bjorndihle/.

The author 
celebrates 
after being 

marked.

http://facebook.com/BjornDihleauthor
http://facebook.com/BjornDihleauthor
http://instagram.com/bjorndihle
https://remoteproperties.com/


Larry Bartlett is the owner of Pristine Ventures 
based in Fairbanks, Alaska, and is an avid, 
hardcore outdoorsman. Pristine Ventures offers 
a slew of resources for backcountry hunters and 
fishermen like selling top-quality packrafts and 
canoes that can hold loads needed for outdoor 
activities. Larry also helps plan hunts for DIY 
hunters and provides equipment rentals.

The Aging Hunter
Story by Larry Bartlett

https://mangearalaska.com/
https://www.akmining.com/


|| FIREARMS AND AMMUNITION
Henry Long Ranger

It’s that time of year! All year long Hunt Alaska editors test gear in 
Alaska’s rugged environment to identify the best of the best, and 
we showcase these items in the Editors’ Choice Awards section of 
the Summer issue. If you’re in the market for new gear, whether it’s 
a rifle, shotgun, tent, boots, apparel or something else, be sure to 
look through this year’s ECAs before you buy. If it won an ECA, you 
can bet that it will serve you well.

EDITORS’ CHOICE AWARDS  2020 ANNUAL GEAR GUIDE  HuntAlaskaMagazine.com  25

Henry U.S. Survival AR-7 .22 Long Rifle

Henry All-Weather Lever 
Action, .45-70

Winchester SX4 Universal Hunter – Mossy 
Oak Break-Up Country

Kimber Talkeetna Rifle in .375 H&H Magnum

Winchester M1885 High Wall

Black Hills Ammunition .308 
Winchester Match

Winchester Super-X .45-70, 
300-grain Jacketed Hollow Point

http://henryusa.com
http://HuntAlaskaMagazine.com
http://www.black-hills.com/
http://henryusa.com
http://henryusa.com
http://winchesterguns.com
http://kimberamerica.com
http://winchesterguns.com
http://black-hills.com
http://winchester.com


|| OPTICS

Vortex Optics Razor HD 
27-60x85mm Angled 
Spotting Scope

Leupold RX-1300i TBR with 
DNA Laser Rangefinder

Hunt Alaska

Vortex Razor HD 4000 Rangefinder

Vortex Optics Fury HD 5000 10x42 
Rangefinding Binoculars

https://www.nightforceoptics.com/
http://vortexoptics.com
http://leupold.com
http://vortexoptics.com
http://vortexoptics.com
https://vortexoptics.com/
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|| OPTICS

Nikon MONARCH 
M5 3-12x42SF Matte 
BDC

Skinner Optics 
1-6x24 Riflescope

Leupold SX-4 Pro Guide HD 
Spotting Scope

lifetime 

|| KNIVES AND 
CUTTING TOOLS
Spyderco Endura 4 Titanium 
Damascus —PlainEdge

DiamondBlade Knives 
Folding Summit 

Buck Knives 536 Open 
Season Guthook/
Skinner Knife 

Work Sharp Micro Sharpener 
& Knife Tool 

http://HuntAlaskaMagazine.com
http://skinnersights.com/
https://www.millenniumhotels.com/en/anchorage/the-lakefront-anchorage/
https://www.spyderco.com/
https://threebearsalaska.com/
http://nikonsportoptics.com
http://skinnersights.com
http://leupold.com
http://spyderco.com
http://diamondbladeknives.com
http://buckknives.com
http://worksharptools.com
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|| KNIVES AND CUTTING TOOLS

Spyderco Zoomer G-10 Black 

Spyderco Genzow HatchetHawk 

Work Sharp 
Guided 
Sharpening 
System

Kershaw Taskmaster Saw

http://HuntAlaskaMagazine.com
https://www.diamondbladeknives.com/Home
http://spyderco.com
http://spyderco.com
http://worksharptools.com
http://kershaw.kaiusaltd.com
https://www.legacysports.com/


Havalon Piranta 
|| KNIVES AND CUTTING TOOLS

|| FIELD ACCESSORIES
Rural Energy Solar Charger 
13W, Camouflage 

Skinner Sights Express Scope 
Mount ’95 Stainless with 
Integrated Peep 

HatPoint Target Stand 
Talley Quick Detachable 
Ring w/Levers

Weego Jump Starter 66  

Switchview 
Throw Lever  

Otis Technology 11” x 17” 
Cleaning Mat 

http://havalon.com
http://ruralenergy.com
http://skinnersights.com
http://hatpointtarget.com
http://talleymanufacturing.com
http://myweego.com
http://switchviewusa.com
http://otistec.com
https://www.ruralenergy.com/


Howard Leight Impact Sport 
Electronic Earmuff

|| FIELD ACCESSORIES Novagrade Phone Adaptor

Stealth Cam DS4K Ultra

Pacific Eyewear Shooter’s Edge OTG Shooting 
Glasses

|| WATERCRAFT

Aire Lion 18’ Cataraft Tubes

Alpacka Forager 
Packraft

https://otistec.com/
https://www.kodiakcombos.com/
http://howardleightshootingsports.com
http://novagrade.com
http://stealthcam.com
http://anglers-edge.com
http://alaskaraftandkayak.com
http://alpackaraft.com
https://alaskaraftandkayak.com/


|| APPAREL

Kryptek Njord Pant 
and Jacket
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Kenetrek 10” 
Grizzly Boot

Under Armor Ridge 
Reaper Raider Pants

Muck Boots Men’s Arctic Ice Mid

Kenetrek Mountain Guide 400

At Hunt Alaska

Lowa Renegade GTX Mid

Sitka Gear Women’s 
Heavyweight Hoody

Wiggy’s Lightweight Waders

Hunt Alaska

http://kryptek.com
http://FishAlaskaMagazine.com
http://kenetrek.com
http://underarmour.com
http://muckbootcompany.com
http://kenetrek.com
http://lowaboots.com
http://sitkagear.com
http://wiggys.com
https://kenetrek.com/


|| GAME BAGS, 
HOLSTERS, PACKS, 
CASES, AND 
KENNELS

Arctic Shield Heat Echo Sherpa 
Jacket and Bibs

 

Darn Tough Socks

Sitka Gear Women’s 
Merino Core 
Lightweight Bottom

|| APPAREL

SealLine Pro Dry Pack 120L

Alaska Game Bags GBM 1675 
Game Bag Roll

Alaska Game Bags Alaska Pack

http://alaskagamebags.com/
https://www.aktrophyexpediters.com/
http://arcticshieldoutdoor.com
http://darntough.com
http://sitkagear.com
http://seallinegear.com
http://alaskagamebags.com
http://alaskagamebags.com
https://www.northcountrycharters.com/
http://www.deweysmarine.com
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Diamond D Leather Rifle Butt Cuff Holster

Gunner G1 Kennel Series

Diamond D Leather 
Alaska Hunter Hip 
Holster

Plano All Weather Series 
52” Double Long Gun Case

Plano Field Locker Mil-Spec Pistol Case Large

Yeti LoadOut GoBox 30

Primos KennelUP Dog Kennel

|| GAME BAGS, 
HOLSTERS, 
PACKS, CASES, 
AND KENNELS

|| GAME BAGS, HOLSTERS, PACKS, CASES, AND KENNELS

http://HuntAlaskaMagazine.com
https://www.muckbootcompany.com/
https://www.diamonddcustomleather.com/
http://diamonddcustomleather.com
http://gunnerkennels.com
http://diamonddcustomleather.com
http://planomolding.com
http://planomolding.com
http://yeti.com
http://primos.com
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|| CAMPING

SJK Slumberjack Tough Cot

Hilleberg Nallo 3 GT

MSR MiniWorks EX 
Water Filter

Katadyn Vario Filter

Sea to Summit Expander Travel 
Liner

SJK Nightfall 1 
Person Tent

HydroFlask 128 oz 
Oasis 

Big Agnes Anvil Horn 0° Sleeping Bag || CAMPING

http://HuntAlaskaMagazine.com
https://hilleberg.com/eng/
https://slumberjack.com/
http://slumberjack.com
http://hilleberg.com
http://msrgear.com
http://E.coli
http://katadyn.com
http://seatosummit.com
http://slumberjack.com
http://hydroflask.com
http://bigagnes.com


|| GPS AND
COMMUNICATORS

|| BOWHUNTING

|| COOKING

Garmin Rino 750

Garmin inReach 
Explorer+

ZOLEO Global Messenger

Gold Tip Velocity Valkyrie Arrows

Camp Chef Pro90X Three-
Burner Stove

Smokehouse Big Chief Drying Screens

o

BowTech Archery Revolt

Smokehouse ¾ HP Meat Grinder

http://garmin.com
http://garmin.com
http://zoleo.com
http://goldtip.com
http://campchef.com
http://smokehouseproducts.com
http://bowtecharchery.com
http://smokehouseproducts.com
https://buy.garmin.com/en-US/US/p/561269


LEM #12 Big Bite Meat Grinder

LEM MaxVac 250 
Vacuum Sealer

LEM MaxVac Quart Bags
Salmon Sisters Taco and 
Fajita Seasoning

GSI Outdoors Glacier Stainless 
Base Camper Medium 

LEM Backwoods Breakfast 
Fresh Sausage Seasoning 

AlpineAire Foods

LEM Products 
Big Bite Digital 
Stainless Steel 
Dehydrator

Backpacker’s Pantry

Stanley Adventure Stay 
Hot Camp Crock | 3QT

Coleman Guide Series 424 Stove

|| COOKING || COOKING

https://threebearsalaska.com/
http://lemproducts.com
http://lemproducts.com
http://lemproducts.com
http://aksalmonsisters.com
http://gsioutdoors.com
http://lemproducts.com
http://alpineaire.com
http://lemproducts.com
http://backpackerspantry.com
http://stanley-pmi.com
http://coleman.com


|| GUNS AND AMMUNITION

Hi-Point Firearms New 
Crimson Trace Red Dot 
Carbines

Here’s a preview of items that you should consider when planning 
your 2020 hunts. From new guns and ammo, to optics, knives, field 
accessories and watercraft, there’s something in the following 
pages that can help you close the deal on more game. We’re 
excited to get out and test these items over the coming year and 
will report back next year where you can expect to see that some 
of these items have earned coveted Editors’ Choice Awards.
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Henry Lever Action X Model .45-70 Gov’t

Black Hills Ammunition All-New Dual 
Performance Lineup 

Winchester Deer Season XP 
Copper Impact Ammunition 

Federal Premium HammerDown Ammunition

|| BOWHUNTING
Full Curl Archery Mountain Extreme Bow

|| OPTICS Vortex Razor HD LHT Riflescope
Gunwerks Revic BR4 Ballistic Rangefinder

Nightforce NX8 
Riflescopes

|| KNIVES AND SHARPENERS Spyderco Endela
Knives of Alaska 
Fisherman’s Combo

Fish Alaska

Work Sharp Pivot Pro Knife and Tool Sharpener

|| WATERCRAFT
Hewescraft 290 Adventure

Hobie Mirage Pro Angler 360 Series
POINTER .410 Halibut Buster 

http://hi-pointfirearms.com
http://HuntAlaskaMagazine.com
http://henryusa.com
http://black-hills.com
http://winchester.com
http://federalpremium.com
http://fullcurlarchery.com
http://vortexoptics.com
http://gunwerks.com
http://nightforceoptics.com
http://spyderco.com
http://knivesofalaska.com
http://worksharptools.com
http://hewescraft.com
http://alaskaraftandkayak.com
http://legacysports.com


|| CAMPING AND COOKING
LEM 2 Stage Grinder Head 
Attachment

SJK Youth Boundary 30 Sleeping Bag

Smokehouse Mimi Moto Infrared Heater Accessory

Hilleberg Anaris

Grizzly Gear Game Bags

Kryptek Aegean Waterproof 
Rifle Slip 

|| BAGS AND CASES

https://www.bentproplodge.com/
http://lemproducts.com
http://slumberjack.com
http://smokehouseproducts.com
http://hilleberg.com
http://threebearsalaska.com
http://kryptek.com
https://kryptek.com/
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|| FIELD ACCESSORIES
Adventure Medical 
RapidPure Pioneer Straw

ZOLEO Satellite Communicator

SLIK Pro CF-634 SVH Kit with SVH-
501 Video Head

Otis Long Term Gun Storage Kit

Frontiersman 9.2 oz Bear Spray 
with Belt Holster

Skinner Sights Weaver/Picatinny Rails for the Henry Big 
Boy and Marlin 1894 rifles

|| APPAREL
Muck Boots ApexKenetrek Mountain Guide

http://HuntAlaskaMagazine.com
http://adventuremedicalkits.com
http://zoleo.com
http://tse-ak.com
http://fullcurlarchery.com
http://otistec.com
http://sabrered.com
http://skinnersights.com
http://muckbootcompany.com
https://www.sabrered.com/
http://kenetrek.com
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On discussing his quest of developing the 

incandescent light bulb, Thomas Edison 
said, “I have not failed, I’’ve just found 10,000 

ways that won’t work.” 
Billy finds two trekking poles 

invaluable when packing 
heavy loads, particularly 

down the mountain.

At 60 years of age, with two 
artificial knees, Barry Barton 

(right) finally realized his dream 
of hunting Dall sheep in Alaska.

http://HuntAlaskaMagazine.com


1. Focus on Efficiency and Adaptability

2. Live With the Sheep

3. Start Early

4. Beware of the “Bed-Hop”

5. Smoke a Cigarette

6. Know Before You Go

7. Make Hay When the Sun Shines 

8. Get the Right Gear

In snowy conditions the author spends more time 
glassing than hiking. Billy pays particular attention to 
sunny slopes and focuses more on spotting the tiny 
shadows made by sheep tracks in the snow, rather than 
the sheep themselves.

Lightweight, dependable 
gear makes for an enjoyable 
sheep hunt.

http://www.alaskaoutdoorstelevision.com/


 Shelter. 

9. Prepare the Body

10. Prepare the Mind

For the past 22 years Billy Molls has guided across Alaska for 
brown bear, grizzly bear, Dall sheep, caribou, and moose. He’s 
also an author, freelance writer, renowned public speaker, and 
filmmaker of the award-winning 

 video series. You can find him on Facebook, Instagram  
@themoderndaymountainman, or go to billymollsadventures.com.

 
 Boots. 

 Trekking poles. 

 Sleeping pad.

 Sleeping Bag. 

 Pack.

 Rain Gear. 

 Optics. 

 GPS/Map.

 Base layers.

Billy Molls and friend/client John Madok, along 
with personal trainer, Craig Valency, collaborated 
to produce Fit For Alaska, a workout system 
specifically designed for big-game hunters. 
Mobility, agility, strength, and endurance are the 
cornerstones of all three workouts, which can be 
done at home with minimal equipment. Perhaps 
best of all, as you perform each movement you 
will be captivated and inspired by an Alaskan 
big-game hunting odyssey as you’re on the hunt 
with Billy and his clients for brown bear, grizzly, 
moose, caribou, Dall sheep, and wolf. For more 
information go to billymollsadventures.com/
product/fit-for-alaska/.

Hunter, Mike Spencer with guide Billy Molls, 
and a fine 11-year-old ram.

http://billymollsadventures.com
http://billymollsadventures.com/product/fit
http://billymollsadventures.com/product/fit
https://www.eagleriverpolaris.com/
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Story by Casey L. Dinkel 
Photos by John Whipple

Gene’s smile says it all as a 50-year-
old dream finally comes true!

Towering above us, the sleeping volcano 
(Isanotski) keeps a watchful eye on our camp.

From the blonde on his back to the chocolate 
of his legs, the mature boar was a beautiful sight 
to behold, and the bear of a lifetime. 

http://HuntAlaskaMagazine.com


 As a potential shooter bruin 
approaches, emotions run high.

A mature sow and her cubs comb the 
beach during low tide for any tasty meals 
that might have washed ashore.

Gene and Casey slowly glass 
the vast landscape for any 
sign of a traveling bruin.

https://www.gunwerks.com/


Casey Dinkel lives and breathes hunting. He 
worked in Wyoming as a hunting guide for the 
better part of a decade until 2010 when he moved 
to Alaska. As an agronomist for Alaska, Casey 
works on large-scale, erosion-control projects 
statewide. His day job keeps him busy, but Casey 
is also an assistant big-game guide in Alaska and 
co-owner of a media production company named 
60th Parallel Adventures. Between guiding, 
filming, and fighting erosion, Casey keeps the 
candle burning at both ends.

Father and son enjoy the moment,  
as Gene admires his beautiful bruin.

http://www.logcabinsports.com/
https://www.tse-ak.com/sat-phones
https://www.huntalaskamagazine.com/
https://www.sweeneysclothing.com/
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Story and photos by Danny Stotler

The author admires his 63” bull. Mark Thonhoff poses with his 59” bull.

The author and Mark 
Thonhoff in Bethel after 

an amazing hunt.

http://HuntAlaskaMagazine.com


 Back at the lake 
waiting for pickup.

https://pristineventures.com/


The boat was full on the 
last trip back to camp 

with Danny’s bull.

Danny Stotler grew up and lives in Salida, 
CO, with his wife, daughter, and step-
daughter. When he’s not outdoors he co-owns 
a tax practice that keeps him busy during the 
off-season. 

https://www.portablewinch.com/
https://www.alaskausamortgage.com/about/team.asp?p=ScottK
https://www.akmining.com/
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Venison Breakfast 
Sausage Sandwich
by Marcus Weiner Anchorage  

Ahtna

21

Cordova 

Eagle River 
 

Fairbanks 

Homer 

Icy Bay 
11

Iliamna 

Juneau 

Kenai 

Kodiak 

McCarthy 
12

Petersville 

Prince of Wales Island 

Soldotna 

Wasilla 
22

Statewide 

22

National 

2

International 

Ingredients:

Directions:

http://HuntAlaskaMagazine.com
https://www.huntalaskamagazine.com/recipes/


Summer Highlights at: 
HuntAlaskaMagazine.com

Summer is here, which means the fall 
hunting season is nearly upon us! Take 
a moment to find these highlights when 
prepping for the coming months.

there
of Hunt Alaska’s

Plan a Trip

 Hunt Alaska

http://HuntAlaskaMagazine.com
https://www.fishalaskamagazine.com/trip-planning-service/
https://www.flyravn.com/
https://www.alaskadeerhunt.com/
https://www.ahtna.com/


https://www.zoleo.com/en-us/

